Column activity-to feed the anti-British movements of Egyptian nationalists. 4 They also feared insurrection from the large number of organised Italians, distinguishing the attitude of a 'moderate' elder generation of immigrants and Italian Jews from the 'aggressive mentality' of younger Italians who had been raised within the folds of fascist propaganda in Egypt (Petricioli 2007, 374) .
Among members of the Italian elite and the larger immigrant community it was known that, during the Ethiopia campaign in 1935, British authorities had recommended an 'internment en masse' of Italians in Egypt under the so-called 'Tombak Plan' (Vogliano 1939) . As its eventual outcome, the plan aimed at the arrest, disarmament and internment of Italians, intending to forestall any potential political subversion. It consisted of three steps: first, the registration and importantly, a range of Italian state schools. 5 On the evening of the 10th, the Egyptian police, under the administration of the British authorities arrested around 150 Italians in Alexandria. 6 Arrests were conducted without distinction of race, as described by the Italian Consul in Mazzolini ordered the burning of the reserved consular archives (Rossi 2005, 276) . By 13 June, a diplomatic rupture was enforced between Rome and Cairo: Italian diplomats and around 300 elite members of the community were repatriated. The British embassy pressured the Egyptian government to put the original Tombak Plan into full force (Schewe 2014, 287) . On June 16th and 17th, decrees 57 and 58 required the registration of all Italian nationals under penalty of imprisonment and the sequestration of their assets (Petricioli 2007, 400) . Only subjects from the Italian empire (mostly Libyans and Greek subjects from the Dodecanesi), Jewish Italians and employers with fewer than two employees were exempted from these measures -although in many cases these exceptions were ignored altogether. 9 Anglo-Egyptian authorities increasingly tightened measures against the Italian subjects as the Axis forces advanced on the Egyptian border.
Notwithstanding Mussolini's assurances that Egypt would not be 'drawn into the war,' the lives of the Italian residents in Egypt were irreversibly transformed by the ramifications of these events. Italian institutions were indefinitely closed, including the Italian state schools, and many would never reopen (Petricioli 1997, 191) . Only the missionary schools remained operative in wartime: these included the Salesian boys' and girls' schools, the Franciscan Institutes and the Combonian schools. Having obtained Vatican 'nationality' through the mediation of the Apostolic Delegation, these schools were safeguarded from closure enforced on all Italian institutions (Turiano 2016, 309) . The Salesian missionary schools, which had thus far occupied only a peripheral role in the community and had been deemed largely unsuccessful by the Italian government, grew in importance as a result of these circumstances.
The slow confessionalisation of the Italian community in Egypt (1925-1945)
The Salesian congregation had been founded by Don Giovanni Bosco in the Kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia in the decades prior to national unification. It soon asserted itself a capable institution that sought to bring the working-class under church influence following the revolutionary wave of 1833-1848. Salesians gave priority to the instruction of the impoverished through the foundation of arts and crafts schools and oratories. At the same time, the congregation took part in the missionary awakening of the long-nineteenth century (Mayeur et al 1995, 6; Dogan and Sharkey 2011, xii the young apprentices spent most of the day in workshops; products manufactured by the students were sold and their proceeds were used to cover the school's budget deficit. 12 In 1908, 65 pupils attended the Don Bosco arts and crafts school, most of whom were the children of working-class families or orphans. 13 The Salesians also established primary and commercial schools for boys in which Italian was the primary teaching language and the broader curriculum was, with few exceptions, the same as that applied in similar schools in metropolitan Italy (Turiano 2016a, 133) . By opening these additional sections, the missionaries hoped to 'subtract'
Italian pupils from the 'secular' Italian state schools already established in Egypt, providing them instead with a distinctly catholic education. Among the main goals of the Salesians was to resist what they perceived as the main 'evil' among the expatriate communities: 'de-Christianization.'
In reality, Salesian schools were more complementary than competitive with regard to the 'secular' Italian schools in Egypt. The former indeed enrolled a majority of catholic pupils. The latter, however, were constituted by an ethnically and religiously mixed student body, and included a large number of Muslim Egyptians (Bardinet 2013, 157 (Turiano 2016a, 199) . In the schools of the Canal Zone, the Salesians offered primary courses. 18 In Port Said, they added a commercial section, seeking to train accountants and employees for the numerous foreign firms and industries established that had been established along the canal. 19 The Salesian mission also received financial backing from the Italian state to build a new institute in Cairo.
Nevertheless, the results of the confessionalisation of the Italian schools in the Suez Canal were limited. After an initial increase in enrolment, the number of pupils in the Salesianrun schools remained stationary (for example, in Port Said), and in some cases even decreased (for example, in Suez, the numbers dropped from 87 in 1933 to 74 in 1937). 20 The Italian curriculum (Italian was the teaching language in all Salesian schools in the Suez Canal) was less attractive to many Italian families than the ones offered in French or British schools. Importantly, the French and British schools offered broader prospects for future employment and represented symbolic entryways into the colonial elite. 21 In Cairo, educational outcomes were more reassuring for the missionaries. The Don Bosco Institute opened in 1931, combining both primary school preparation and vocational training. In the vocational school in Alexandria, the Alexandria enrolled many students who had previously attended the Italian state schools. To adapt to these students' needs, new classes and programs were created. The mission found itself in urgent demand of a teaching staff. Some teachers from the state schools were hired; most were female, as male teachers and many priests were being held among the roughly 5,000 civilian Italian prisoners in the Fayed internment camp. 24 By 1941, the number of students had doubled:
they were 600 in Cairo and a few more in Alexandria. 25 The Swiss Legation -which had been entrusted with Italian interests in Egypt during the diplomatic rupture between Italy and Egyptprovided subsides to the missionary schools. Around 1943, as these funds declined, credits were drawn from the Italian properties under sequester by the Egyptian government to finance the schools. 26 Concurrently, Salesian schools were strictly controlled by the Egyptian Ministry of the Interior and Ministry of Education. In 1941, a special committee (the Directorate of Italian Schools, idara al-madaris al-italiyya) was created by Anglo-Egyptian authorities to censor textbooks containing fascist propaganda. 27 The Salesian schools, which had benefited from near complete autonomy under the capitulations until 1937, struggled to accept this new external interference in its affairs. 28 After the war, questions regarding the state of Italian education in Egypt were inseparable from the growing sense that Italian days in Egypt were numbered. Salesian missionaries exerted continuous effort to maintain the monopoly over education they had acquired in wartime. They pleaded with Italian diplomats, highlighting the crucial role they had played in 'safeguarding'
Italian national identity during the war. 29 Inadvertently aiding their cause, delays in reestablishing diplomatic relations between Italy and Egypt -in part caused by the struggle to settle reparations owed to Egypt from damage caused by Italian air raids in 1941 -led the Italian government to postpone reopening its state schools. According to Cristoforo Fracassi, the first Italian Ambassador in Cairo after relations had been re-established in 1947, the only foreseeable solution that would connect Italian residents to the 'patria' was to increase financial support to the religious schools. 30 This was also done conscious of the fact that the autonomy conferred upon foreign state schools under the capitulations was soon to come to an end. New classes and programs created during the war were thus officially recognised by the Italian government and the Salesians began to formally grant Italian diplomas to its pupils. 31 The mission maintained a monopoly over Italian male education in Alexandria and Port Said; only in
Cairo did an Italian state school eventually reopen. 32 The confessionalisation of Italian schools in Egypt occurred, therefore, largely through the convergence of these historical circumstances: it was not driven by the explicit policies of the institution's leadership.
The aftermath of war: unemployment, uncertainty and emigration
The relief that came with the end of the Second World War and the release of imprisoned Italians 'returning' from Egypt and those intending to do so. 39 It was also a subtle reminder that
Italy was ill-prepared to accept an influx of unemployed repatriates -from Egypt and elsewhere in North and East Africa (Rainero 2015) -when the country already struggled to employ its population.
Concurrently, Il Mattino della Domenica (the only Italian newspaper published in Egypt
at the time) began to publish advertisements and articles detailing the experiences of Italian emigrants in Belgium, France, Switzerland and Venezuela. 40 The paper made various attempts to expedite large number of requests for repatriation. They noted that Italian residents would effectively be filing for 'definitive repatriation,' relinquishing their residential rights in Egypt, but in doing so they would have greater opportunities for emigration (Italians in Egypt were not eligible for state-sponsored emigration, but would become so upon their arrival in Italy).
41
Passport renewals with requests for 'repatriation' or 'emigration' flooded Italian consulates.
By the late 1940s, economic instability was widespread among foreign communities living in Egypt. In 1947, the Egyptian government enacted the so-called 'Company Law' to further 'Egyptianise' the workforce, establishing strict quotas for foreign workers in different industries. This was part of an ongoing process that aimed to break down colonial legal structures that privileged foreigners at the expense of Egyptians (Tignor 1987) . Although the law was not strictly implemented, and some companies resorted to deceit in order to circumvent it, employment prospects for foreign residents steadily declined (Dalachanis 2011, 133 given that the Egyptian government began to emphasize the need for skilled workers to sustain its continued industrial development (Meyer 1928, 589) .
By the late 1930s, the Salesian schools were described in most consular reports as the 'only schools [able] to guarantee a future to the young people who would decide to stay in 
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Ottone underlined the Salesians' desire to participate in building the new Egypt. To substantiate his arguments, the director emphasised recent efforts to boost Arabic-language training among its students. 55 Indeed, developing technical education was not the only priority for the Salesians.
Incorporating Arabic-language instruction in the new curriculum had become essential to the continued survival of the schools.
Since the establishment of Salesian missionary schools, Italian had always been the teaching language. During the interwar period, Arabic was first offered as a foreign language in the schools of Alexandria, Port Said, Suez and Ismailia -but it had not been required. In Cairo, Arabic-language instruction was never included in the curriculum. 56 This was largely due to the fact that most companies employing its graduates were of French, British and Belgian origin. The Salesian schools therefore had to make more concerted efforts to remain viable. To the new legislation, the missionaries increased the curriculum hours devoted to Arabic (from two to six hours per week in 1949). 59 Nevertheless, Arabic continued to be taught as a 'foreign language,' while Italian remained the main teaching language. The teaching of non-vocational subjects (such as history) remained oriented towards Italy: as the schools followed the curriculum of state schools in metropolitan Italy. When attempts were made to introduce the teaching of Egyptian history and geography, their results were limited.
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The Indeed, by that time, more Italians had departed Egypt than those who remained there. In the post-colonial Mediterranean, the Italians of Egypt had thus been transformed anew from immigrants to emigrants.
